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named by the nephew that grew within two miles.
Now the nephew had in his compound an almond tree,
probably the only one in the neighbourhood and known
only to few, and at that moment covered with unripe
almonds. He asked, therefore, for an unripe almond.
The pir protested there was no such fruit within two
miles, but hearing of the unknown tree passed on
quickly to the second test, the ordeal by fire. A fire was
kindled at the far end of the courtyard, and spits of
wood heated till they were red-hot. These the possessed
lifted to their mouths, and in the dark they appeared for
a moment to be eating fire. But approaching them, the
nephew found that it was an illusion due to the reflection
thrown upon their faces by the glowing spits, which at
a distance seemed to be applied to their very mouths.
In the third test, the revelation of the unknown, the pir
was on stronger ground, for who can disprove (or prove)
a revelation of this kind ? The incredulous nephew
asked for a further test. The pir agreed and said that if
a goat were slain and cooked, Jumma would dispose of
it whole at a sitting. Accordingly, a goat was slain
(outside the courtyard) and cut up and cooked, and the
whole handed over to one of the possessed to be con-
sumed. He retired for the purpose into the shadow of
some jal trees, which happened to be in the courtyard.
Here he thought he would be safe from observation,
for jal trees at night are haunted and no ordinary person
will approach them, But the pir had not reckoned with
modern education. The nephew approached and saw
the possessed man digging a hole in the ground with
his knife and burying the dismembered limbs of the
poor slaughtered goat. And that was the end of the
trial; but not of the pir. He went off to Multan and set
up for himself, and so successfully that people flocked
to his shrine and money poured in. At the time, he told
the nephew that he never made less than Rs*4OO a week
and once got Rs. 1,300, But like greater men, he
became intoxicated by success and claimed to be able